
Labour/Insight is a real-time labour market information tool that enables users to 
analyse the UK skills and labour market in unique detail. Labour/Insight allows UK 
organisations to evidence and articulate the demand for skills and occupations 
nationally, regionally and at town and city level using data coming directly from 
employers. Updated daily, Labour/Insight is used by councils, LEPs and across 
education and careers advice sectors as a source of real-time job vacancy data 
and a live insight into the UK’s ever changing skills and labour market.

Real-time job vacancy data 

Every day, millions of online job postings 
are collected from close to 40,000 
sources. Using patented technology 
to mine and code detailed data from 
each posting describing the location, 
specialised, baseline (soft) and IT specific 
skills, education requirements, experience, 
and work activities required for the job. 
Information goes well beyond the standard 
occupation and industry codes offered in 
other sources. 

Unique and proven parsing technology can 
extract, derive, and infer more than 70 data 
elements from any given free-text job listing.

Labour/Insight enables users to analyse 
UK employer demand as it happens 
and to use powerful insights to inform 
communities, underpin strategic planning 
and align education and curriculums with 
their employer driven regional demands.

Curriculum alignment 

Using the real-time skills information, 
colleges and universities are able to plan 
and develop their offering accordingly to 
meet national and local labour market 
demands.

By analysing real time data Labour/Insight 
can also help to discover new market 
opportunities and employers with which 
to engage. Labour market analysis using 
Labour/Insight provides an evidence base 
for funding bids, strategic planning and 
any reporting that involves or requires a 
demonstrable understanding of the needs 
of the local economy and employers.

Identifying regional skills 
demand

Labour/Insight has an intuitive interface that 
allows users to quickly analyse job vacancy 
data and break it down into its many 
constituent elements including association 
between locations, occupations and skills 
in demand. 

Identifying emerging jobs 

Traditional labour market information is 
distributed by Standard Industry and 
Standard Occupation Classifications (SIC  
& SOC). New and emerging markets and  
occupations are either consumed by an 
existing classification or have difficulty being 
classified at all. Labour/Insight includes 
skills clusters which clearly identify new and 
emerging markets and occupations so this 
information is never missed. 

For example, select a skills cluster such as 
“Green” or a more specific sub sector such 
as “Renewable Energy” to discover:

•   the type of jobs and skills that are in 
demand

•  where the jobs are

•  the actual skills required for those jobs

•  which local employers are looking to hire

See how Labour/Insight can work for you:
www.activeinformatics.com/products/
education-and-skills/labour-insight/
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Key Features

•   Analyse millions of job 
postings

•   Use customisable filters

•   Search by occupations (up 
to 4-digit SOC codes), top 
titles, skills, employers and 
industries

•   Intuitive user interface

•   Use skills clusters to identify 
emerging occupations and 
industries

Key Benefits

Access real-time  
job vacancy data 

Understand regional and local 
labour market intelligence

Identify skills, occupations,  
job titles in demand

Discover emerging jobs and  
growth industries

Underpin decisions and reporting 
with real time employer 
derived data
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Customer testimonials

Vacancies data is generally extremely difficult to source, and Labour/Insight has been a big help in terms of showing where the vacancies 
are and the type of job that employers are recruiting for. The tool also allows us to look at vacancies elsewhere in other benchmark areas. 
The analysis we have undertaken with the tool has been of benefit to a number of stakeholders in Greater Manchester, including local 
councils, colleges and other partners working in the education sector. 

New Economy Manchester

As secretariat to the Essex Employment and Skills Board, Essex County Council has been utilising the Labour/Insight data in the production 
of a Skills Evidence Base to outline skills and employment needs locally. The data has assisted us in ensuring that we are giving accurate 
reflections of skills and employment needs and can therefore advise a wide range of partners with regard to skills provision. The data 
is utilised alongside company feedback, surveys and published statistics to build a more complete picture of the local economy and is 
instrumental in programme development. It has assisted us in identifying seven key growth sectors which have significant skills needs and 
to update our Board members responsible for these sectors as to vacancy trends. We have also utilised the data to identify companies 
locally who have vacancies and may therefore wish to engage with the work of the Board. Labour/Insight has definitely been a valuable 
source of information in testing our existing information, having up to date intelligence and providing a solid background with which to 
engage with educators and partners as to local employment opportunities. 

Essex County Council

We have used Labour/Insight since it was launched and find it an invaluable source of real-time data on the labour market. In particular, 
we use it to track sector and occupation trends, as well as monitoring skills demand and identifying which employers are active in the 
labour market. 

Cumbria Intelligence Observatory

We have been using Labour/Insight for a couple of years and find it invaluable in the work we do to monitor what’s really happening in 
the local economy. Labour/Insight gives us real-time data on vacancies in the local job market, including type of job, location and skills 
requirements. We can then use this to inform policies and strategies to help people find employment and develop the right skills for local 
jobs. The ability to delve into the full job advertisement allows extensive interrogation of the data and as a result, this goes well beyond any 
similar statistics we’ve accessed in the past.

Central Bedfordshire Council

Labour/Insight has proved invaluable in developing our skills strategy but, more importantly, gives us an operational, influencing tool that 
can really bust the myths surrounding what jobs exist in localised areas. At GCGP we are developing a range of reports that our partners 
can use to: design careers advice programmes that are relevant to the local economy, help our training providers target their public funding 
into courses that have a real local relevance, and support inward investment opportunities. Without Labour/Insight we would be operating in 
isolation from the local Labour Market.

Greater Cambridge Greater Peterborough Enterprise Partnership
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